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By MARY LOUISE WILKINSON

Reporter of The Miani News

The defection to Mexico of

. Fidel Castro’s sister,” Juanita, .

came as no surprise to exile

~ leaders here. They say she has

i years,

" been working actively' against

her brother for the past four

kS

In an emotion-packed Mexi- "

©can television appearance last

' “night,
- tearfully read a six-page de-

the - 8l-year-old woman

- nouncement of the Cuban .Com-

o munist- regime headed by her -

——

two brothers whom she accused

of selling out the .island .to-

Russia, -

“I've becn expecting Juani -
- {a’s  defection * for months,”

\
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DR. LUIS AGUERO
Expecied Her Defection

sald Dr. ‘Luis Conte Agucro.
“She has actively helped hun-

dreds of people escape the is-

land.,”
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" With breaking_ voice, Juanita

Castro charged the people of
Cuba,had been  “nailed. to a

Although she refused fo say
how she reached Mexico Cily |
from Cuba, exiles here surmise * ;-
it was by one of Cubana Air- °
- lines’ weekly flights. “She is .-
Lnown to have carried a diplo-
_ matic' passport and. to have
wade numerous trips there to -

see her sister Emma, married
to -a Mexican citizen.

Conte "Aguero said that oﬁ'

Feb, 24, 1960, Juanita made an
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~ cross of torment by internation- -
- al communisth.” '

openly anti-Commusist specech” |

Continueg -

.at a- hospital inauguration at. ;
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Central Marcane sugar mill,
- Oriente Province.

“She was a marked woman
from then on. In spite of that,
she and Emma loaned me their

a month later, knpwing I plan-
ned to denounce Communist in-
filtration in the Castro regime.”

.Miss Castro, one of seven
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_anti-Castre uaderground,” g/ai(‘.

"an exile laader.

car to go to CMQ radio station -

brothers and sisters, declared -

“in her Mexico appearaiice she !

had originally - actively support-
“ed her - brother’'s revolution

cagainst ex-diclator Fulgencio -

Batista.

During Castro’s battle for
power in 1937-38, Miss Castro

sneaked across the border from’

Mezxico to Brownsville, Texas,
"and traveled to Miami by .Rus
~.and plane, asking U. 8. haven.

“She is known {0 have ac-
companied pecple {0 the airs
port, 17 ller nome to pet
therd sa.ely out of the island,”
he said. *Uhe also saw that oth-
ers goi into cmbassies and ac-
quired medicine and fodd for
prisoners.” i

In last nizhl's denunciation of -
. her brother, Miss Castro said -

there were 75,000 political pris-
duors fn Cuba and said the,
iland is “‘an enormous prison
aurrounded by water.”

Deleriorating  conditlons  in”
the last few meonths finally -

Gorced lier to flee, she said,

" She appeared ata locai Cuban’

theater on Flagler Strect, seck-

.ing to gain arms and funds lo

t help her brother.

‘brothers’ ideology, her house in

1 Havana hecame a haven for the -
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However, Dr. Armando |
Tleites — No. 2 man of the Sec.’]

ond Front of the Escambrayi .
!

which qnee fought with Castro
— said here she “‘apparently |
stayed as long as.she could help 1

- -the anti-Castro underground.” 3
“After she broke with her © e NS
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